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PREFACE. 


yfMONG  the  numerous  treatifes ,  and  effays 9 
that  have  been  puhlijhed  on  the  venereal  dif¬ 
eafe ,  we  have  not  one  profeffedly  written  on  the 
appearances  and  cure  of  this  difeafe  in  Females , 
though  they  are  equally  obnoxious  with  the  other 
moiety  of  the  creation ,  to  the  effects  of  venereal 
infection ,  and  too  often  fuffer  undefervedly,  from 
fai thief s  hufbands ,  and  ungenerous  feducers .  In 
a  cafe  of  this  kind ,  fhame  commonly  ties  up  the 
unhappy  fuffer  er  s  tongue ,  until  the  diforder  is 
pafi  concealment .  Sometimes ,  raz/  ignorance  of 
the  pernicious  nature  of  the  complaint ,  prevents 
a  virtuous  woman  from  making  an  early  appli¬ 
cation  for  medical  affiftance ,  mto?  the  bafe  au¬ 
thor  of  her  misfortune ,  unwilling  to  take  fhame 
to  himfelff  and  acknowledge  his  guilty  ( which  is 
furely  of  the  greateft  magnitude )  fuffer s  the  dif¬ 
eafe  to  proceed  unreftn^ined^  to  the  inevitable 
deft  ruff  ion  of  the  confutation,  and .  perhaps ,  the 
fame  of  the  miferable  viffim . 

It  may  poffibly  be  urged ,  /to/  a  general  trea- 
tife  on  the  lues  venerea ,  contains  every  thing  re- 
quifite  to  be  known ,  concerning  the  fymptoms , 
method  of  cure ,  both  fexes ,  /to/  /to  /////£ 

zV  unneceffarily  obtruded  on  the  public .  2" 0 
/to  charge ,  /  anfwer ,  /to/  /to  authors  on 
the  venereal  difeafe ,  tox><?  00/  defcribed  its  ap¬ 
pearances  in  females  with  fufficient  precifion ; 

generally  contenting  themfelves  with  barely  men¬ 
tioning 


i 
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tioning  a  very  few  of  the  fymptoms\  and  if  they 

have  touched  on  the  method  of  cure ,  it  has  been 

in  fuck  general  or  ambiguous  terms ,  as  to  afford 

* 

little  fatisfadiion  to  thofe  who  ft  and  moft  in  need 
of  infir  u  hi  ion.  I  may  alfo  add ,  that ,  as  the  fe¬ 
male  organs  of  generation  differ  from  thofe  be¬ 
longing  to  the  other  fex,  fo  do  the  venereal  fytnp • 

i 

toms ,  offering  thofe  organs ,  vary  from  the  ap¬ 
pearance  they  affume  in  males ,  But  this  diftinc - 
tion  being  moft  effential  in  what  is  called  the  firjl 
ft  age  of  the  difeafe 3  I  fa  all  confine  myfelf  to  the 
conffderation  of  that  only . 

As  my  intention  is  purely  to  put  a  compendious 
account  of  the  appearance  and  treatment  of  the 
female  gonorrhoea ,  into  the  hands  of  the  junior 
branches  of  the  profeffton ,  who,  in  general ,  have 
but  obfcure  ideas  of  thofe  matters ,  /  (hall  convey 
my  fentiments  in  as  few  words  as  poffible , 
avoid  entering  into  theoretical  difquifitions ,  which 
have  a  greater  tendency  to  miflead  than  to  convey 
any  ufeful  information . 

Qui  fpeculentur  non  medentur. 

of  the  obfervations  may  be  thought  new , 
but  others  muft  unavoidably  be  fuch  as  'are  to  be 
found  elfewbere ;  however ,  /  fubmit  the  whole , 
on  a  firm  affurance  that  it  is  founded  on  reafok 
and  experience . 
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A  N 

ESSAY, 

O  N  T  H  E 

VIRULENT  GONORRHOEA, 

I  N 

FEMALES, 

gr-^HE  virulent  gonorrhoea,  is  gene- 
JL  rally  the  fruit  of  impure  venery„ 
The  virus  ejected  with  the  femen,  from 
the  penis  of  an  infedted  man  in  coition, 
is  received  into  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
vagina  of  the  woman;  but  this  is  rarely 
the  feat  of  infedtiofr,  by  reafon  of  the 
fmoothnefs  of  its  furface;  the  ejedted 
liquor  fpontaneoufly  defcending  towards 
the  entrance  of  the  paflage,  where  the 

B  vagina 
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vagina  is  wrinkled,  and  furniflied  with 
innumerable  febaceous  glandules  pro¬ 
per  to  receive,  and  retain,  the  venereal 
virus ;  part  of  which  lodging,  in  a 
fhort  time  produces  a  gonorrhoea.  But 
Inftances  are  not  wanting,  of  females 
being  infedted  fine  coitu.  I  have  a  pa¬ 
tient,  juft  recovered  from  one  of  the 
worft  gonorrhoeas  I  ever  faw,  who  never 
admitted  the  embraces  of  any  man.  She 
was  difeafed  by  the  brutal  attempts  of 
an  infedted  dfavage.  Hildanus  relates 
a  cafe  to  this  effect,  though  he  accounts 
differently  for  the  infection.  A  young 
lady  of  a  lively  difpofition,  with  fome 
fprightly  female  companions,  took  it 
into  their  heads  to  exchange  drefles  with 
fome  young  men  of  their  acquaintance. 
In  a  fhort  time,  Hildanus’s  patient  felt 
great  pain  and  inflammation  about  the 
pudenda,  which  was  foon  overfpread 
with  chancres.  The  difeafe  proceeded 
rapidly,  and  put  a  period  to  her  exift- 
ence,  after  fhe  had  fuffered  the  moft 


\ 


excru« 
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excruciating  torments.  This  unfortu¬ 
nate  young  lady  affirmed  to  the  laft,  the 
had  never  had  any  criminal  connexion. 
The  perfon  whofe  clothes  fhe  had  worn 
was  found  to  be  difeafed^  from  which 
Hildanus  concluded*  that  fome  part  of 
the  perfpirable  matter  of  the  infected 
man,  conveyed  in  the  clothes,  was  ab* 
forbed  by  the  lady,  and  that  way  pro¬ 
duced  the  difeafe.  But  it  can  hardly  be 
fuppofed,  that  a  young  man  and  woman, 
in  a  merry  mood,  would  fhift  habits 
without  ftepping  a  little  beyond  the 
pale  of  decency,  and,  confequently* 
*tis  natural  to  imagine  there  was  a  more 
diredt  communication  of  the  venereal 
virus  from  the  gentleman,  to  the  pu¬ 
denda  of  the  lady,  yet  without  any  pe¬ 
netration  of  the  vagina. 

I  have  lately,  among  the  lower  clafs 
of  people,  met  with  feveraJ  inftances  of 
female  infants  labouring  under  virulent 
gonorrhoeas,  with  violent  inflammation, 
heat  of  urine,  and  ulceration,  from  re- 

B  €ent; 
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cent  infedtions :  fome  of  which,  I  took 
great  pains  to  trace  up  to  the  fource,  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  the  cafes 
were  venereal  or  not.  The  refult  of  my 
enquiries  conftantly  amounted  to  this, 
that  a  difeafed  wretch  frequented  or 
lodged  in  the  houfe,  who,  poffeffing  the 
vulgar  belief  that  the  diforder  would 
quit  him,  could  he  communicate  it  to 
a  virgin,  had  taken  an  opportunity  of 
applying  his  infected  part,  to  the  privi¬ 
ties  of  the  child. 

From  the  preceding  account  of  the 
ufual  means  by  which  venereal  infedtion 
is  communicated  to  females,  it  is  clearly 
evident,  that  an  early  and  careful  ablu¬ 
tion  of  the  external  parts,  and  vagina, 
after  coition  with  a  difeafed  man, 
will  commonly  wadi  away  the  poifon 
before  any  part  of  it  is  imbibed,  and, 

■v 

>©f  courfe,  prevent  the  difagreeable  con- 
fequences  that  were  likely  to  enfue. 
Brandy  and  water,  wine  and  water,  or 
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a  mix- 
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a  mixture  of  honey,  vinegar,  and  wa¬ 
ter,  may  be  fafely  ufed  for  this  purpofe; 
but  the  fureft  prophylactic,  is  an  injec¬ 
tion  and  wafh  that  will  unite  with  the 
mucus  of  the  vagina,  increafe  its  dis¬ 
charge,  and  bring  it  away,  together 
with  the  venereal  virus  that  is  blended 
with  it.  Great  care  muft  be  taken  in 
the  preparation  and  ufe  of  a  remedy  of 
this  kind,  for,  if  it  be  too  weak,  it 

%  i  '  \ 

may  probably  fail  in  its  effedt ;  and  if  it 
be  too  ftrong,  it  may  excoriate  the  part, 
and  produce  violent  inflammation :  thus 
the  remedy  (as  it  is  called)  may  prove  a 
greater  evil,  than  the  difeafe  it  is  de- 
figned  to  prevent. 


The  venereal  virus  pofleffes  different 

*  .  *  £  , 

degrees  cf  activity.  In  fome  inftances, 
it  is  fo  very  acrid,  as  to  erode  the  parts 
in  three  or  four  days,  and  produce  a 
bloody  difcharge  j  on  the  other  hand, 
it  has  often  lain  dormant  for  upwards  of 

a  month.  Theories  have  never  yet 

B  3  given 
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given  any  fatisfadtory  account  of  the 
nature  of  this  virus ;  why  fome  are  in- 
fedted,  wdien  others,  equally  in  danger, 
efcape?  why  it  makes  a  rapid  progrefs 
in  one  inftance,  and  proceeds  flowly  in 
another?  or  why  it  fometimes  conceals 

,  '  'V  ,  . 

itfelf  for  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time? 

The  virulent  gonorrhoea  in  females, 
is  a  morbid  difcharge  of  an  infedtious 
coloured  fluid  from  the  vagina,  which 
commonly  appears  within  ten  days  after 
impure  coition.  The  flrft  fymptom  is  a 
troublefome  itching  in  the  pudenda, 
with  an  unufual  fenfation  of  heat;  then 
a  whitifh  glairy  matter  begins  to  diftil 
from  the  vagina,  and  on  making  water, 
a  titillation  is  perceived  about  the  mea¬ 
tus  urinarius,  which  ufually  increafes 
gradually  to  a  painful  degree  of  fcald- 
ing. 

As  the  diforder  advances,  the  dif¬ 
charge  becomes  more  copious,  opake, 

2  purulent. 
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purulent,  and  yellow.  The  heat  of 
urine  increafes.  The  internal  part  of 
the  labia,  the  nymphse,  the  clitoris,  and 
particularly  the  meatus  urinarius,  be¬ 
come  inflamed,  fwelled,  and  extremely 
painful  to  the  touch. 


All  thefe  fymptorns  are  much  more 

intenfe  when  the  difeafe  has  reached  its 

<  * 

acme.  The  complexion  fades,  and  the 
eyes  lofe  their  brightnefs.  The  urine 
is  frequently  mixed  with  blood,  and 
voided  guttatim  with  exquiflte  pain, 
the  ardor  being  fo  great,  that  though 
the  patient  feels  a  continual  inclination 
to  make  water,  fhe  dreads  the  attempt. 
The  conftant  anguifh  in  the  inflamed 
parts,  deprives  the  patient  of  reft;  and 
the  pain  and  irritation  extending  up  the 
vagina,  produce  a  forcing,  or  bearing 
down  of  the  uterus.  If  the  diforder  be 
highly  virulent,  the  difcharge  aftumes 
a  greenifh  caft,  or  appears  like  a  bloody 

B  4  -  lanies  $ 
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fames;  and,  fometimes,  pure  blood  is 
* 


By  negledt,  improper  treatment,  or  a 
continued  courfe  of  venery,  many  pain¬ 
ful  and  dangerous  fymptoms  may  yet 
fucceed.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  pa¬ 
tient  will  be  early  in  her  application 
for  medical  affiftance,  and  is  fo  fortu¬ 
nate  to  make  choice  of  a  judicious  phy- 
fician  or  furgeon,  the  diforder  will  rare-? 
ly  attain  the  height  already  defcribed, 
but  will  gradually  wear  away.  The 
countenance,  which  was  before  pale, 
and  wan,  will  again  refume  its  florid,  or 
natural  hue.  The  ardor  urinse,  and  in¬ 
flammation,  with  the  confequent  pain 

and  irritation,  will  be  removed.  The 

•  -  ■  \  . .  - 

difcharge  will  like  wife  decreafe,  become 
paler,  and,  at  length,  wholly  difappear. 

Although  the  gonorrhoea  in  women 
commonly  purfues  a  courfe  fimilar  to 

that 


[  9  1 

/ 

that  already  related,  yet  there  are  feveral 
variations  from  the  common  train  of 
fymptoms,  in  confequence  of  the  virus 
having  taken,  a  particular  feat  in  the 
finus  muliebre.  Thefe  deviations  make 
it  neceflary,  for  the  fake  of  diftindtion, 
to  divide  the  female  gonorrhoea  into 

>  -  f  y 

three  fpecies ;  of  which,  the  two  firft 
are  by  far  the  moft  frequent.  Some  au- 
thors  have  mentioned  a  fourth  fpecies 
of  female  gonorrhea,  but  as  it  is  only 
a  malignant  degree  of  the  firft  fpecies, 
and  the  diftindtion  too  inconfiderable  to 
require  a  feparate  confideration,  I  fhall 
include  it  under  that  head.  Each  fpe¬ 
cies  requires,  in  fome  meafure  a  differ¬ 
ent  mode  of  treatment. 

In  order  to  convey  a  clear  idea  of  the 
feat  of  each  fpecies  of  the  female  go¬ 
norrhoea,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
give  a  brief  defcription  of  the  parts 
principally  affedled,  previous  to  enter¬ 
ing 


JO  ] 


ing  on  the  detail  of  fymptoms  pecu¬ 
liar  to  each  fppcies. 


THE  FIRST  SPECIES  OF  FEMALE 
GONORRHOEA. 

V  ..  ? .. V-  :  -  .■  -*v  ; 

THE  mons  veneris,  is  an  eminence 
caufed  by  a  particular  thickening  of  the 
adipofe  membrane.  It  is  covered  with 
hair,  and  fituated  at  the  upper  and  fore¬ 
part  of  the  offa  pubis,  immediately 
above  the  rima  magna;  on  each  fide  of 
which  defcend  the  labia,  furnifhed  on 
the  outfide  like  the  mons  veneris.  The 
inner  fide  of  each  labium  is  pierced  by  a 
great  number  of  pores,  which  are  the 
excretory  du£ts  of  as  many  glandules 
that  furnifh  a  febaceous  matter. 

The  clitoris,  with  its  praeputium,  is 
found  between  the  labia,  on  the  middle 
%nd  fore-part  of  the  pubes.  This  is  a 

part 
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part  extremely  fenfible,  and,  like  the 
penis  in  the  rnale,  is  compofed  of  two 
cavernous  bodies,  arifing  in  like  man¬ 
ner  diftindly  from  the  fame  bones,  and 
afterwards  conjoining  together  into  one 
body,  with  the  intervention  of  a  feptum^ 
but  without  including  any  urethra. 

Within  the  labia  are  placed  two  cu« 
taneous  appendages,  called  nymphs* 
which  are  of  a  cellular  diftenfible  fabric, 
intermixed  with  febaceous  glands.  Thefe 
productions  defcending  outwards  and 
downwards  from  the  cutis  of  th$  clito¬ 
ris,  forrp.  the  rima  magna. 

*  <v 

The  vagina  is  a  membranous  cavity, 
eafily  dilatable,  lituated  below  the  ure¬ 
thra,  and  above  the  redum.  It  is  four  or 
live  inches  long,  and  between  one  and 
two  in  breadth;  its  inner  or  pofterior 
extremitv  furrounds  the  orifice  of  the 

y 

uterus,  and  is  conneded  with  it.  The 
inner  furface  of  the  vagina  is  formed 

into 
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into  rugae,  between  which  are  placed 
fmall  glands,  whofe  excretory  dudts 
opening  into  the  cavity  are  called  la¬ 
cunae.  Thefe  glands  furnifh  a  mucus 
to  lubricate  the  vagina,  and  are  the 
chief  feat  of  the  firft  fpecies  of  female 
gonorrhoea. 

Juft  at  the  entrance  of  the  vagina 
are  placed  the  carunculae  myrtiformes* 
Thefe  are  partly  the  Ihattered  remains 
of  what  formerly  compofed  the  hymen, 
and  are  two,  three,  or  four  in  number. 

The  firft  fpecies  of  female  gonorrhoea,, 
is,  when  the  virus  adheres  to  the  infide 
of  the  labia,  to  the  nymphse,  or  to  the 
cavity  of  the  vagina,  which  is  the  mo  ft 
ufual  feat  of  the  difeafe,  and  is  often 
the  only  part  affected.  The  ftimulus 
caufed  by  the  detention  of  the  venereal 
poifon,  foon  occafions  an  increafed  fe- 
cretion  of  mucus,  which  is  commonly 
of  a  yellowifh  caft,  and  difcharged  in 

great 
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great  abundance.  A  difficulty  of  urine 
feldom  accompanies  this  fpecies  of  go¬ 
norrhoea,  but  ulcers  are  fometimes  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  vagina,  which  emit  a  thin 
virulent  matter,  that  feldom  fails  to 
taint  thofe  who  put  themfelves  in  its 
way. 

This  fpecies  of  the  difeafe,  but  more 
efpecially  the  milder  divifion  of  it,  is 
not  infrequently  taken  for  the  fluor  al- 
bus,  which  is  a  complaint  women  are 
very  liable  to:  and  as  the  fair-fex  are 
always  unwilling  to  think  themfelves 
injured  by  their  greateft  favourites,  and 
;  often  give  ftrange  accounts  of  their 
complaints,  pra&itioners  may  fome- 
times  be  deceived  in  cafes  of  this  kind. 
There  are  however  fome  circumftances, 
which  properly  attended  to,  will  ena¬ 
ble  us  to  pronounce  with  a  degree  of 
certainty,  whether  the  cafe  be  venereal, 

/  f  yr 

or  not.  The  fluor  albus  is  conftantly 
accompanied  with  weaknefs,  laffitude, 

lofs 
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lofs  of  appetite,  pain  in  the  loins,  and 
figns  of  univerfal  debility;  which  fymp- 
toms  are  never  occafioned  by  this  (light 
fpecies  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea.  The 
fluor  albus  in  the  beginning  increafes 
(lowly,  and  continues  for  months  in  the 
fame  ftate ;  whilft  the  gonorrhoea  breaks 
forth  fuddenly,  and  is  much  quicker  in 
its  progrefs.  Belides,  the  difcharge  in 
the  fluor  albus  ufually  fprings  from  a 
more  remote  fource  than  in  the  go¬ 
norrhoea.  Thefe  diftinftions  will  greatly 
aflifl:  us  in  drawing  a  line  between  the 
two  diforders ;  yet,  after  all,  it  muft  be 
confefled,  that  the  furefl:  criterion  is  to 
be  attained  by  gaining  a  knowledge  of 
the  caufe ;  but  this,  for  the  moft  part, 
is  carefully  concealed. 


THE  SECOND  SPECIES  OF  FEMALE 

GONORRHOEA. 

% 

BELOW  the  clitoris,  in  the  interval 
of  the  nymphs,  is  placed  the  meatus  uri- 

narius, 
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narius,  forming  a  fmall  wrinkled  emi¬ 
nence  3  it  is  pierced  by  many  little  dudls 
or  lacunse,  which  fupply  a  mucous  li¬ 
quor  to  defend  the  part  againft  the  acri¬ 
mony  of  the  urine, 

i 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  female  go¬ 
norrhoea,  is,  when  the  glandular  tuber¬ 
cle  that  forms  the  meatus  urinarius, 
and  the  adjacent  lacunas  are  infedted, 
either  by  themfelves,  or  together  with 
the  vagina.  This  is  a  very  frequent 
and  painful  fpecies  of  the  difeafe.  The 
firft  fign  is  a  violent  itching  about  the 
meatus  urinarius,  which  foon  becomes 
painful.  The  meatus  fwells,  and  dis¬ 
charges  a  yellowifh  matter,  either  fpon- 
taneoufly,  or  when  preffed.  The  fwell- 
ing  keeps  pace  with  the  inflammation, 
and  the  meatus  projects  in  a  conical 
form.  The  tenfion  of  the  part  occa- 
lions  great  difficulty  in  making  water, 
and  when  it  is  ulcerated,  the  irritation 

caufed 


t  i«  ] 


caufed  by  the  faline  particles  of  the 
urine,  produces  acute  pain  and  fcalding. 


THE  THIRD  SPECIES  OF  FEMALE 
GONORRHOEA. 

\ 

THE  female  urethra  is  a  fpongy  dud 

like  that  of  the  male,  but  much  fhorter; 

* 

its  courfe  lies  diredly  under  the  trunk 
of  the  clitoris,  and  above  the  vagina,  and 
it  adheres  to  both.  It  paffes  below  the 
offa  pubis,  and  terminates  by  an  oblique 
opening  at  the  neck  of  the  bladdef. 
The  internal  furface  of  the  urethra  is 
perforated  by  many  fmall  duds ;  thefe 
communicate  with  folliculi,  from  which 
a  vifcid  liquor  may  be  prelied. 

.  ' .  ■  ....  v  •  .  .  .  i 

The  third  fpecies  of  female  go¬ 
norrhoea,  is,  when  the  virus  has  reached 
the  urethra,  where  its  ftimulus  foon 
brings  on  the  ardor  urinT,  which  pre- 
fently  increafes  to  an  intolerable  degree 

1  of 
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of  fcalding.  The  meatus  urinarius  is 
inflamed  and  fwelled,  as  in  the  fecond 
fpecies;  and  the  irritation  extending 
to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  produces  a 
painful  ftrangury,  and  the  whole  train 
of  preffing  fymptoms  attendant  on  an 
inflammation  of  that  part.  Ulceration 
may  take  place  in  the  urethra,  and  cor¬ 
rode  the  vagina;  in  which  cafe  a  trou* 
blefome,  and  perhaps  incurable  effufion 
of  urine  would  follow. 

Having  defcribed  the  general  courfe 
of  the  fymptoms  attending  the  female 
gonorrhoea,  and  enumerated  the  appear* 
ances  peculiar  to  each  fpecies,  I  fhall 
proceed  to  fet  forth  a  fafe  and  effectual 
method  of  cure,  fir  ft,  as  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  general  fymptoms;  and  after* 
wards,  the  remedies  proper  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  moft  preffing  fymptoms  of 
each  particular  fpecies. 
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CURE  OF  THE 'FEMALE  GONORRHOEA* 

1  N  order  to  cure  the  virulent  go¬ 
norrhoea  fafely,  we  muft  fubdue  the 
effect  before  we  think  of  removing  the 
caufe ;  or,  in  other  words,  we  muft 
firft  of  all  procure  a  remiffion  of  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  by  an  anti- 
phlogiftic  courfe,  before  we  attempt  to 
expel  the  virus  that  occalioned  them. 
And  here,  by  way  of  illuftration,  I 
muft  beg  to  be  indulged  with  a  few 
words  concerning  the  early  and  indis¬ 
criminate  ufe  of  mercurials  in  the  viru¬ 
lent  gonorrhoea. 

Mercury  properly  prepared,  and  ju- 
dicioufly  adminiftered,  is  univerfally 
known  to  be  the  grand  fpecific  in  the 
venereal  difeafe;  but  the  competency  of 
a  remedy  is  of  little  avail,  unlels  the 

'  V 

pradtitioner  be  poffeffed  of  a  fufficient 
fund  of  knowledge  to  regulate  the 

application 
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application  of  it.  Mercury  introduced 
into  the  body  in  any  form,  is  found  to 
aft  as  a  ftimulus  wherever  its  particles 
are  conveyed.  In  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teftines,  it  proves  emetic  or  purgative, 
and  when  it  is  received  into  the  habit, 
it  conftantly  accelerates  the  motion  of 
the  circulating  fluids,  and  raifes  the 
pulfe.  Thefe  properties  clearly  evince, 
the  futility  and  danger  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  this  remedy,  during  the  in¬ 
flammatory  ftate  of  frefh  -  contrafted 
venereal  complaints.  Hence,  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  mercurials  is  not  to  be  rafhly  ven¬ 
tured  on,  in  all  flages  of  venereal  difor- 
ders;  and  they  are  very  feldom  required 
in  the  female  gonorrhoea,  unlefs  ulcera¬ 
tion  has  taken  place,  when  the  milder 
preparations  are  certainly  neceffary,  to 
prevent  the  effefts  of  abforbtiom 

Every  objection  that  can  be  made 

to  the  ufe  of  mercury  in  the  early,  or 

•  ’  .  '  \  ■  ’  * ' 

inflammatory  ftages  of  venereal  com-’ 

C  2  plaints. 
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plaints,  may  be  urged,  with  equal  jus¬ 
tice,  againft  the  moft  famous  quack 
medicines,  which  are  known  to  be  mer¬ 
curial  preparations :  yet  thefe  are  ad- 
miniftered  to  all  who  can  pay  for  them, 
without  the  leaf!:  regard  to  the  date  of 
the  difeafe,  the  age,  fex,  or  conflitu- 
tion  of  the  patient;  the  degree  of  infec¬ 
tion,  or  the  part  affedted,  and  many 
other  circumftances  that  demand  the 
utmoft  attention ;  from  a  negledt  of 
which,  the  beft  remedy  may  rather  in- 
creafe  the  evil,  than  remove  it,  or  perhaps 
bring  on  complaints  of  a  more  alarm¬ 
ing  nature  than  thofe  it  was  intended  to 
relieve.  Thefe  confiderations,  important 
as  they  are,  feldom  have  any  weight 
with  thofe  who  ftand  in  need  of  affift- 
afice,  until  dear  -  bought  experience 
compels  them  to  refledt  on  the  folly  of 
their  condudt.  I  have  met  with  fome 
deplorable  cafes,  in  confequence  of  the 
improper  ufe  of  mercurial  pills.  Huf- 
bands,  who  have  imprudently  contracted 

venereal 
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venereal  inflection,  and  communicated 
it  to  their  wives,  are  too  often  afhamed 
to  apply  to  a  regular  practitioner ;  inftead 
of  which,  they  have  recourfe  to  fome 
noftrum  that  has  been  pronounced  in¬ 
fallible  for  curing  every  fymptom  of 
the  difeafe,  after  taking  it  a  certain 
number  of  days.  This  they  fwallow 
generally  in  a  full  dofe  to  make  fhort 
work  of  it,  and  oblige  their  unfortunate 
wives  to  do  the  fame.  The  confequences 
of  fuch  a  mode  of  treatment,  are  well 
known  to  the  experienced  part  of  the 
profeffion,  who  are  frequently  called  in 
when  the  inflammation  has  terminated 
in  a  gangrene,  or  the  parts  are  eaten  by 
deep  ulcers,  and  the  breath  of  the  parties 
has  that  cadaverous  flench  attendant  on 
a  falivation,  with  other  concomitants 
equally  dangerous  and  difagreeable.  But* 
to  return  to  the  cure. 

The  inflammatory  fymptoms  attend¬ 
ant  on  venereal  infection  commonly 

C  3  give 
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give  the  firft  alarm.  As  foon  as  thefe 
appear,  the  patient  muft  ftrictly  obferve 
a  cooling  regimen,  and  avoid  wine, 
ale,  made-difhes,  and  all  falted  or  fea- 
fonedmeat.  Her  food  fhould  confift  of 
light-puddings,  broth,  vegetables,  milk/ 
and  fuch  things  as  are  mild  and  eafy  of 
digeftion.  The  drink  may  be  barley- 
water,  marlhmallow  -  tea,  linfeed  ~  tea, 
milk  and  water,  or  the  emulfio  com¬ 
munis,  which  is  preferable  to  all  other 
kinds  of  beverage.  Moderate  exercife. 
|s  not  prejudicial,  unlefs  the  cafe  is  fo 
particularly  circumftanced  as  to  require 
the  patient  to  be  kept  in  a  ftate  of  reft  ; 
but  riding,  and  dancing,  with  whatever 
considerably  increafes  the  motion  of  the 
blood,  mull  at  all  times  be  productive 
of  inflammation,  and  for  that  reafon, 
Ihould  be  avoided. 


Topical  applications  properly  ma¬ 
naged,  will  confiderably  promote  and 
haften  the  cure.  The  good  effects  at¬ 
tending 
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tending  the  ufe  of  remedies  that  can  be 
applied  immediately  to  the  part  affedted, 
are  fufficiently  known,  and  there  is  no 
reafon  in  nature,  why  a  treatment  of 
this  kind  fhould  not  prove  as  beneficial 
in  venereal,  as  in  other  local  diforders* 
But  though  great  advantages  may  be 
derived  from  topical  remedies  in  the 
gonorrhoea,  when  ufed  with  difcretion, 
evils  of  an  equal  magnitude,  may  follow 
the  unfkilful  application  of  them. 

The  external  parts,  and  entrance  of 
the  vagina,  fhould  be  fomented  and 
bathed  three  or  four  times  a  day,  with 
warm  water,  milk  and  water,  or  a  de- 
codtion  of  frefii  mallow  leaves.  Thefe 
mild  applications,  which  may  be  con¬ 
veniently  ufed  with  a  fponge,  will  pro-* 
cure  eafe,  and  an  abatement  of  the  ten-* 
fion  and  inflammation.  Nor  is  it  lefs 
needful  to  have  recourfe  to  a  careful 
ablution  of  the  internal  parts,  in  order 
to  preferve  them  from  being  excoriated 
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or  ulcerated,  as  well  as  to  prevent  irri¬ 
tation,  or  aflift  in  removing  it  when 
prefent.  Emollient,  or  fedative  injec¬ 
tions,  ought  therefore  to  be  thrown  up 
warm,  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  fo  as  to 
cleanfe  out  the  whole  vaginal  canal,  and 
clear  away  the  virulent  fanies  that  is 
continually  fecreted  by  the  infected 
glandules.  If,  by  a  ftriCt  obfervance 
of  what  has  been  juft  recommended, 
due  attention  be  paid  to  cleanlinefs  only, 
the  virus  will  feldom  or  ever  acquire 
that  high  degree  of  acrimony  neceffary 
to  produce  ulceration;  confequently, 
the  danger  of  the  poifon  being  ab- 
forbed,  and  received  into  the  mafs  of 
circulating  humours,  will  be  effectually 
removed,  and  that  by  the  moft  Ample 
remedies. 

Cooling  purges  are  proper  from  the 
beginning,  and  ought  to  be  repeated  at 
due  intervals  during  the  cure,  but  more 
frequently  in  the  inflammatory  ftate  of 

the 
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the  diforder,  than  afterwards.  Thefe 
nnift  be  of  the  lenient,  or  gentle  fort, 
fuch  as  an  infufion  of  tamarinds  and 
fena,  manna,  Rochelle,  or  Glauber’s 
falts and  the  dofefhould  be  fo  propor¬ 
tioned,  as  to  pafs  the  inteftines  without 
any  commotion ;  two  or  three  (fools  be¬ 
ing  fufficient.  If  the  medicine  operates 
in  a  greater  degree,  it  is  apt  to  bring  on 
a  tenefmus,  and  the  confequent  irrita¬ 
tion  extending  to  the  vagina,  more  than 
counterbalances  the  good  effedts  of  the 
remedy. 

Mucilaginous  fubftances,  fuch  as  gum 
arabic,  or  gum  tragacanth,  either  alone, 
or  with  a  proportion  of  nitre,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  inflammatory  diathefls  that 
prevails,  may  be  taken  freely,  and  often, 
in  a  draught  of  water,  or  any  other  di¬ 
luting  liquor.  But  if  the  ardor  urinae 
be  conflderable,  with  a  conftant  ftimu- 
Jus,  and  inclination  to  make  water,  the 
nitre  mud  be  left  out ;  and,  under  thefe 


circum- 
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circumftences,  clyilers  of  equal  parts  of 
olive-oil  and  warm  water,  frequently 
injeded,  will  have  a  better  effed  than 
the  mildeft  purgative  given  by  the 
mouth,  for  very  obvious  reafons. 

When  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
run  high,  and  produce  a  quick  and  full, 
or  a  ftrong  pulfe,  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
take  away  a  little  blood,  provided  th.e 
patient  be  of  a  plethoric  habit:  but 
great  care  muft  be  taken  to  difcriminate 
between  the  confequences  of  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  the  eflfeds  of  irritation.  Deli¬ 
cate  women  are  generally  extremely  fuf- 
ceptible  of  pain.  In  fuch  fubjeds,  a  con¬ 
tinued  irritation  conftantly  aflfeds  the 
pulfe ;  but  here,  evacuations  are  more 
likely  to  increafe  the  irritability,  than 
to  remove  its  effeds.  Sedative  applica¬ 
tions  to  the  aflfeded  parts,  and  opiates 
given  internally,  are  the  means  by 
which  we  may,  in  this  cafe,  procure 
fpeedy,  and  effectual  relief. 
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By  a  ftriCt  obfervarice  of  the  cooling 
regimen,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  pm- 
fuing  the  antiphlogiftjc  courfe  of  treat¬ 
ment  recommended  above,  the  inflam¬ 
matory  fymptoms  will  fpeedily  give 

/ 

way,  and  the  diforder  be  oftentimes 
perfectly  fubdued ;  but  flbould  the  go¬ 
norrhoea]  difcharge  continue,  with,  or 
without  ulceration,  we  may  then,  and 
not  before,  fafely  venture  on  aftringent 
injections,  and  the  grand  antidote,  mer¬ 
cury,  fhould  it  be  found  neceflary  to 
perfeCt  the  cure. 

A.  great  variety  of  fubftances  enter 
into  the  compofition  of  the  injections 
proper  for  this  ftage  of  the  gonorrhoea. 
Every  practitioner  has  feleCted  fome, 
which  he  fancies  of  fuperior  efficacy  to 
others;  but  as  they  are  all  poflefled  of  a 
degree  of  aftringency,  and  aCt  by  that 
quality  alone,  their  real  virtues  will  be 
found  very  little  fhort  of  each  other; 
nor  does  mercury,  topically  applied  in 

this 
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this  difeafe,  feem  to  inherit  any  fpecific 
quality;  it  often  increafes  irritation*  and 
not  infrequently  caufes  a  painful  fti- 
mulus;  and  whenever*  by  this  mode  of 
application,  it  produces  any  good  ef¬ 
fects,  they  are  to  be  attributed  to  the 
aftringency  it  poflefles  in  common  with 
many  other  lefs  corrofive  fubftances. 
Whatever  compofition  we  make  choice 
of,  the  great  art  confifts  in  nicely  pro¬ 
portioning  its  ftimulating,  and  aftrin- 
gent  qualities,  to  the  fen  Ability  of  the 
part  it  is  intended  to  aCt  on.  Some  wo-? 
men  of  a  delicate  frame,  as  was  before 
obferved,  are  fo  exquifitely  affeCted  by 
a  flight  degree  of  pain,  that  what  in 
others  of  a  different  habit,  would  fcarce- 
ly  produce  the  defired  effeCt,  would  in 
them,  be  productive  of  pain,  inflam¬ 
mation,  and  other  finifter  confequences. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  only 
direction  to  be  given,  is,  to  confider  well 
the  conftitution,  and  habit  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  and  firfl  to  make  trial  of  the 

mildeft 
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mildeft  remedies,  proceeding  gradatim, 
to  fuch  as  will  anfwer  the  intended 

If  the  external  parts  are  ulcerated,  we 
mull  continue  our  endeavours  to  avoid 

exciting  pain,  by  applying  fuch  dreflings 

► 

as  will  lay  eafy  upon  the  fores,  and  de¬ 
fend  them  from  the  air.  Dry  lint,  mild 
digeftives,  and  the  faturnine  cerate,  and 
ointment,  are  well  adapted  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  It  is  needlefs  to  enlarge  here  on 
the  topical  treatment  of  venereal  ulcers* 
fince  the  directions  relating  to  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  ulcers  in  general,  that 
have  been  given  by  the  befi  writers  o t\ 
furgery,  contain  every  information  re- 
quilite  on  this  head. 

When  ulceration  has  taken  place,  and 
chancres  are  produced,  it  will  be  pru¬ 
dent,  or  rather  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
exhibit  mercury  in  fmall  dofes,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  effeCts  of  the  virus  being  re¬ 
ceived 


purpofe 
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ceived  into  the  fyftem.  The  dreadful 
apprehenfions  formerly  entertained  of 
the  deleterious  effects  of  mercury,  fall 
ferve  the  purpofes  of  interefted,  and 
defigning  people,  but  fkilful  pradli- 
tioners  have  long  fince  laid  afide  thofe 
fears,  which  reafon  and  experience  prove 

t 

to  be  mere  bugbears*  Mercury  is  daily 
given  to  children  of  the  tendered:  ages, 
with  great  fuccefs  in  many  diforders  ; 
and  when  properly  prepared,  and  judi- 
cioufly  adminiftered  (on  which  depends 
the  fuccefs),  it  will  be  attended  with 
every  advantage  we  can  poffibly  expedt 
from  it.  In  fhort,  the  more  we  con¬ 
fide!  the  effects  of  the  venereal  virus, 
when  taken  into  the  habit,  the  more  we 
fhall  be  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  that 
mercury  is  the  nobleft  and  fafeft  re¬ 
medy  we  are  yet  pofleffed  of,  for  the 
cure  of  the  moll  obftinate  venereal 
fymptoms,  whether  they  arife  from  a 
local,  or  general  infection. 
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The  chymifts  have  tortured  mercury 
in  a  great  variety  of  forms,  but  the  moft 
laboured  among  the  acrid  preparations, 
are,  in  mod  cafes,  very  inferior  in  ef- 
fedt  to  the  milder  ones.  Such  prepara-? 
tions  as  are  eafily  foluble  in  the  ftomach, 
mifcible  with  the  fluids,  and  enter  the 
habit  without  exciting  any  commotion, 
or  producing  any  fenfible  evacuation, 
are  the  fittefl:  for  our  prefent  purpofe. 
Calomel,  though  much  in  ufe,  is  very 
uncertain  in  its  effedts,  being  too  liable 
to  run  off  by  ftool,  or  elfe  to  affedt  the 
mouth,  even  when  given  in  the  fmalleft 
dofes.  Crude  mercury,  accurately  ex- 
tinguifhed  with  mucilage  of  gum  arabic, 
or  thick  honey,  and  made  into  pills, 
with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  liquorice 
powder,  or  bread,  is  as  fafe  a  prepara¬ 
tion  as  any,  and  will  be  found  fuperior 
to  mofl  of  thofe  that  are  in  general  ufe. 
When  it  has  a  tendency  to  ftimulate  the 
inteftines,  which  however  feldom  hap¬ 
pens,  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  thebaic 

extradt 
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extract  may  be  added  to  each  pill. 
Crude  mercury,  by  a  careful  divifioii 
of  its  particles  with  mucilage  of  gum 
arabic,  may  be  fufpended  in  a  watery 
vehicle.  This  forms  a  convenient  pre¬ 
paration  for  fome  perfons,  who  cannot 
fwallow  any  medicine  in  a  folid  form. 
There  are  others,  whofe  ftomachs,  and 
inteftines,  are  fo  extremely  irritable, 
that  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  even 
in  the  mildeft  form,  and  fmalleft  quan- 
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tity,  cannot  be  perfilted  in  with  fafety. 
Fortunately  for  fuch  people,  the  exter¬ 
nal  application  of  it,  properly  attended 
to,  will  anfwer  the  purpofe.  There  are 
practitioners  who  prefer  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  mercury  by  friction,  to  any  other 
method ;  but  it  is  a  very  dirty  remedy, 
and  often  produces  a  troublefome  and 
painful  kind  of  eryfipelas,  on  the  part 
where  it  has  been  rubbed :  befides,  it 
requires  more  confinement  than  people 
in  general  chufe  to  fubject  themfelves 
to* 
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In  whatever  form  mercury  is  adminf* 
ftered,  its  ufe  muft  be  perfiiled  in  as  long 
as  any  virulency  is  fufpected  to  remain. 
That  being  fubdued,  the  ulcers  healed, 
and  the  running  ftopt,  we  may  fafely 
pronounce  the  patient  cured.  But 
fhould  any  difcharge  remain,  after  the 
virus  is  perfectly  deftroyed,  we  muft 
have  recourfe  to  aftringent  injections* 
that  will  brace  up  the  relaxed  orifices 
of  the  mucous  lacunae,  and  reftore 
them  to  an  healthy  ftate. 

It  may  be  necefiary  to  obferve,  that 
mercury,  and  aftringent  injections,  are 
improper  during  the  menftrual  dil— 
charge. 

The  foregoing  general  directions,  are 
in  a  great  meafure  applicable  to  every 
fpecies  of  female  gonorrhoea,;  but  there 
remain  to  be  confidered  iome  few  reme¬ 
dies,  proper  for  the  relief  of  the  moft 
urgent,  and  diftinguiflfing  fymptoms  of 
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each  particular  fpecies.  Before  I  pro¬ 
ceed  to  them,  it  may  be  proper  to  take 
notice,  of  a  fymptom  that  is  common 
'  to  all, 

BUBO. 

AN  inguinal  bubo,  is  an  inflamma¬ 
tion  and  tumor  of  one  or  more  of  the 
lymphatic  glands  in  the  groin,  proceed¬ 
ing  from  the  abforbtion  of  part  of  the 
venereal  virus,  by  the  lymphatic  veins 
that  lead  through  the  glands ;  where 
the  veffels  being  confiderably  contracted 
in  their  diameters,  impede  the  further 
progrefs  of  the  virus ;  which  having 
taken  a  feat  in  the  gland,  its  flimulus 
prefently  occalions  inflammation  and 
tumor.  The  patient  complains  of  a 
dull  obtufe  pain  and  tenfion  in  the  groin, 
and  the  glands  may  be  felt  ftretching 
along  like  knotted  cords.  Sometimes 
there  are  feveral  diftinCt  fwellings, 
which  commonly  approach  each  other 
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as  they  inereafe,  and  at  laft:  uniting  in 
one  large  tumor,  proceed  gradually  to 
fuppuration. 

i 

Venereal  buboes  are  faid  to  be  Tome- 
times  merely  the  effedt  of  irritation. 
Without  abfolutely  denying  the  fadt,  I 
may  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  matter 
difcharged  from  a  fuppurated  bubo,  is 
conftantly  capable  of  communicating 
venereal  infedtion  3  the  reverfe  of  which 
would  be  true,  were  buboes  produced 
without  abforbtion. 

In  the  female  fex,  a  bubo  is  very 
rarely  the  only  fymptom  of  venereal 
infedtion,  as  fometimes  happens  in 
males.  I  have  never  met  with  an  in-* 
fiance  of  it. 

Pradtitioners  are  divided  in  their  opi¬ 
nions,  refpedting  the  treatment  of  bu** 
boes.  Some,  recommend  their  being 
brought  to  fuppuration,  whilft  others, 
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are  for  ufing  every  endeavour  to  dif- 
perfe  them.  Having  no  mind  to  fwell 
a  page  by  recounting  the  arguments 
in  fupport  of  the  different  opinions, 
Dr  to  enter  into  a  controverfy  on  the 
matter,  I  fhall  content  myfelf,  with 
briefly  relating  the  mode  of  treatment  I 
have  followed  for  feveral  years  with 
good  fuccefs ;  which  I  fhall  be  happy 
to  relinquifh  at  any  time,  when  con¬ 
vinced  of  a  better. 

My  conffant  aim  in  the  management 
©f  buboes,  as  well  as  of  every  other  ve¬ 
nereal  fymptom,  has  been  to  prevent, 
or  remove  pain.  A  bubo,  when  fuf- 
„  fered  to  proceed  to  fuppuration,  is  at¬ 
tended  through  the  whole  procefs  with 
a  very  confiderable  degree  of  pain  ;  and 
after  the  matter  is  let  out  by  incifion, 
cauftic,  or  the  burfting  of  the  tumor, 
the  cure  is  often  protradted  to  a  tedious 
length,  in  fpite  of  our  utmoft  endea¬ 
vours  to  heal  the  ulcer;  and  after  all, 
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the  cicatrice  remains  an  unfeemly  me¬ 
mento  for  life,  which  is  an  object  of  no 
fmall  magnitude  with  the  fair  fex. 

When  applied  to  in  time,  I  always 
endeavour  to  difperfe  the  tumor,  and 
very  feldom  fail  of  fucceeding.  In  or¬ 
der  to  effedt  this,  the  patient  muft  oh- 
ferve  a  fpare  regimen,  and  take  a  cooling 
purge  every  fecond  or  third  day.  Linen 
compreffes,  fix  or  eight  times  doubled, 
expreffed  out  of  cold  aqua  vegeto-mi- 
neralis,  (hould  be  laid  to  the  groin,  and 
renewed  as  often,  during  the  day,  as 
they  become  warmed  by  the  heat  of  the 
part.  By  this  treatment,  the  pain  will 
ufually  abate  in  a  fhort  time,  and  the 
tumor  diminifh.  When  fuppuration  has 
already  began  to  take  place  in  the  tu¬ 
mor,  a  poultice  of  crum  of  bread,  and 
the  aqua  vegeto-mineralis,  as  recom¬ 
mended  by  Monf.  Goulard,  in  his  Re¬ 
marques  &  obfervations  fur  tes  mala¬ 
dies  veneriennes,  p.  99,  applied  warm, 
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and  renewed  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  will 
have  a  better  effedt  than  the  cold  appli¬ 
cations.  But,  in  either  cafe,  if  the  tu¬ 
mor  Should  obstinately  remain  in  the 
fame  State,  after  four  or  five  days  per- 
feverance  in  our  attempts  to  difperfe  it, 
a  vomit  or  two  of  ipecacuanha  will 
make  it  give  way..  When  the  pain  is 
gone  off,  and  the  fwelling  begins  to  de» 
creafe,  1  commonly  advife  the  patient 
to  take  fome  mild  mercurial  prepara¬ 
tion,  in  fmall  dofes,  as  has  been  re¬ 
commended  before.  Formerly,  I  ufed 
mercurial  fridtions  for  the  difperfion  of 
buboes,  and  other  venereal  tumors ;  but 
the  little  fuccefs  attending  that  pradtice, 
foon  induced  me  to  relinquish  it.  The 
beft  pradlitioners  of  the  prefent  day, 
never  exhibit  mercury  in  any  Shape, 
•until  the  fwelling  and  inflammatory 
Symptoms  abate. 

If  a  bubo  is  fo  far  advanced  towards 
Suppuration*  that  its  difperfion  cannot 
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be  undertaken  with  any  profpedt  of  fuc- 
cefs,  it  muff  be  brought  to  maturity 
as  quickly  as  pofiible,  by  gentle  means. 
A  bread  and  milk  poultice,  is  the  eafieft 
prepared,  and  one  of  the  beft  applica¬ 
tions  for  this  purpofe.  If  the  tumor 
fuppurates  kindly,  it  may  be  fufFered  to 
burft  of  itfelf ;  but  if  the  matter  points 
in  different  places,  as  is  frequently  the 
cafe,  a  cauftic  fhould  be  laid  on,  which  is 
infinitely  preferable  to  the  knife  in  thefe 
cafes,  carrying  lefs  terror  with  it,  and 
producing  a  more  benign  ulcer,  by  dif- 
folving  the  intervening  indurated  parts. 
In  whatever  way  a  bubo  is  opened,  aflight 
mercurial  courfe  is  generally  ufeful,  to 
expedite  the  cure  of  the  ulcer,  as  well 
as  to  prevent  the  effects  of  abforb- 
tion;  but  this  rule  is  not  without  an 
exception.  There  are  cafes,  in  which 
mercury  is  not  to  be  depended  on,  nay, 
in  which  it  will  prove  highly  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  the  patient.  People  of  a  fcor- 
butic  habit,  and  fuch  as  have  the  crafis 
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of  their  blood  broken  down,  and  their 
fluids  in  a  femi-putrid  ftate,  by  in¬ 
temperance,  or  a  variety  of  other  caufes, 
are  improper  fubjeds  for  mercurials  of 
any  kind.  Buboes,  and  indeed  all  ve¬ 
nereal  ulcers  in  fuch  patients,  mult  be 
brought  to  a  ftate  of  healing  by  a  li¬ 
beral  ufe  of  the  bark ;  and  fometimes 
we  may  find  it  neceffary  to  join  opium 
to  it.  When  the  ulcer  is  incarned,  and 
inclinable  to  heal,  if  we  have  doubts  of 
any  latent  virus,  mercurials  may  be  ad- 
miniftered  with  caution. 

CURE  OF  THE  FIRST  SPECIES  OP 
FEMALE  GONORRHOEA. 

PEMALES,  from  the  nature  of  their 
conformation,  are  fit  fubjeds  for  topical 
treatment,  in  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea  > 
and  in  this  fpecies  of  the  difeafe,  great 
advantages  are  to  be  obtained  by  a  {ful¬ 
fill  ufe  of  injediorts.  If  the  virus  has 
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ulcerated  the  external  parts,  or  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  vagina,  fponges,  wet  with 
proper  remedies,  can  be  readily  applied 
to  the  pudenda,  and  as  eafily  borne  in 
the  vagina ;  but  no  particular  directions 
are  required  here,  as  the  foregoing  ge¬ 
neral  method  of  cure,  comprehends 
every  thing  neceflary  to  be  attended  to 
in  this  place. 


CURE  OF  THE  SECOND  SPECIES  OF 
FEMALE  GONORRHOEA. 

THE  inflammation  and  fwelling  of 
the  meatus  urinarius,  is  one  of  the  moil: 
diftrefiing  fymptoms  attendant  on  the 
virulent  gonorrhoea  in  females  and  it 
occurs  fo  frequently,  that  fome  have 
fuppofed  it  to  be  the  only  pathogno¬ 
monic  fign  of  venereal  infection.  In 

A 

this  inftance,  the  patient  mud  ftriftly 
obferve  a  cooling  regimen  in  diet  and 
medicine.  The  ufe  of  emollient  fo- 
>  mentations 
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mentations  is  clearly  indicated  ;  and 
when  the  pain  and  tenfion  are  extreme, 
inftant  relief  may  be  obtained  by  apply¬ 
ing  a  poultice  made  of  bread  and  milk, 
with,  or  without,  a  portion  of  linfeed 
flour ,  which  muft  be  laid  on  warm,  and 
renewed  three  or  four  times  a  day.  This 
fhould  he  fupported  by  a  proper  ban¬ 
dage,  and  ufed  as  long  as  any  inflam¬ 
mation  remains.  It  ought  to  be  large 
enough  to  cover  the  pudenda  entirely; 
and  may  be  commodioufly  applied  in  a 
linen  bag,  for  the  convenience  of  flipping 
it  afide  as  occafion  requires.  Simple  as 
this  remedy  may  feem,  it  will  always 
be  found  feme  cable ;  and  in  the  word 
cafes,  it  will  often  relax  the  part,  and 
remove  the  fuppreffion  of  urine,  like  a 
charm*  It  is  neceffary  here,  to  be 
cautious  of  aftringents,  until  after  the 
tenfion  and  inflammation  are  perfectly 
fubdued* 
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CURE  OF  THE  THIRD  SPECIES  OF 
FEMALE  GONORRHOEA. 

THE  chief  curative  indications  in 
this  fpecies  of  female  gonorrhoea,  are, 
to  fubdue  the  inflammation,  and  to  re¬ 
move  the  fpafmodic  contraction  of  the 
urethra,  and  neck  of  the  bladder,  with 
its  confequences,  pain,  ftrangury,  and, 
fometimes,  total  retention  of  urine. 
The  inflammatory  fymptoms  are  to  be 
treated  as  in  the  foregoing  fpecies  j  but 
the  irritation  is  to  be  allayed,  and  the 
fpafm  removed,  by  the  immediate  ex¬ 
hibition  of  anodynes.  The  fovereign 
powers  of  opium,  are  in  no  cafe  fo 
fpeedily  and  happily  experienced,  as 
in  that  under  conflderation ;  but  it 
mud  be  obferved,  that  when  opiates  are 
given,  either  to  mitigate  an  excefs  of 
pain,  or  to  fupprefs  fpafms,  the  dofes 
muft  be  proportioned  to  the  urgency  or 
violence  of  the  diforder.  The  fpecific 
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quantity  neceffary  to  be  given  to  pro^ 
cure  relief,  cannot  by  -any  means  be 
afcertained,  but  rnuft  depend  on  the 
judgment  of  the  practitioner,  who 
will  regulate  the  dofes  according  to  the 
effeCt  they  produce  on  the  patient. 


In  order  to  finifli  the  fubjeCt,  there 

remains  only  to  obferve,  that  the  cure 

of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  may  be  as 

fafely  accomplished  in  pregnant  women, 

as  in  others,  and  by  the  fame  means ; 

but  it  is  neceffary  to  be  rather  more 

✓ 

cautious  refpedting  the  ufe  of  mercu¬ 
rials. 
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